World Heritage report 2020 out and Lamu community are still waiting for
justice
For immediate Press Release
Nairobi 5 June 2020 – Communities in Lamu have complained about the inability of court
injunctions to protect their World Heritage site even as the World Heritage report 2020 is launched
today.
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The report documents how despite communities in Lamu filing petitions in court in 2013 and
2015 against the state and investors over their concerns on LAPSSET and the proposed Lamu
Coal Power plant respectively, and getting favorable judgments in both cases – investors have
appealed the ruling in both cases with damning repercussions especially in the former case where
4,600 fishermen in Lamu County affected by the Lapsset project are yet to get their compensation
as ordered by the High Court in 2018.
‘‘As the chair of the Lamu county Beach Management Unit (BMU), I am concerned at how the
government and Amu Power are engaged in projects that seriously threaten the livelihoods of
6000+ fishermen and their families that depend on the Manda Bay for their sustainability. If the
current projects are to proceed as proposed, they not only threaten the world heritage status of
Lamu old town but also the very existence of up to 75% of Lamu’s population’’ said BMU Chair,
Somo M. Somo.
Considering the economic impacts of the global pandemic that is continuing to ravage most parts
of the globe it is indeed insensitive of the government and project proponents to go about their
business as usual when the communities in Lamu deteriorate into poverty having lost their
livelihoods as a result of these projects.
“As members of the deCOALonize Campaign, we endorse the World Heritage Watch report
calling for the UNESCO World Heritage Committee to take urgent action and demand for an
immediate stay on the proposed Lamu port project until all impacts - including heritage have been
factored in - and cancellation of the Lamu coal plant project which will not only destroy the
environment, marine life and coral reefs in Lamu but also increase Kenya’s carbon footprint by 610%. We should stay on course as leaders in renewable energy” said Omar Elmawi, deCOALonize
Campaign Coordinator.
As the government contemplates lifting the curfew to revive the economy we request that the
economic stimulus packages put in place for this recovery should include the affected communities
in Lamu and that the government moves quickly to honor the High Court order to compensate
the fishermen who have since lost their livelihood.
Furthermore, the World Heritage Report 2020 reveals that the government has not met the request
made by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee at its 43rd Session that sought Kenya to revise
the draft Strategic Environmental Assessment report (SEA) of the LAPSSET Project to include
assessment of the individual and cumulative impacts of the project on cultural and natural heritage,

as well as Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of Lamu Old Town and the ecological services that
support the wider community of the property, and to further propose mitigation measures.
Additionally, natural resource use via traditional knowledge soothed through cultural values is the
beacon of economic identity which plays a key role in sustainable heritage conservation and good
practices. If all these are not protected it will be a total heritage right’s infringement. It is not
welcome by locals in Lamu who embrace their culture and heritage identity
‘‘Fishing and Tourism are two important economic pillars that support Lamu as a Unesco world
heritage site. However, with the currently proposed projects of LAPSSET and the Lamu coal plant,
the OUV of Lamu old town is seriously threatened. If these industries are affected, the more than
3 billion that it injects into the economy will also go with it.” said Mohamed Athman, the Chairman
of Amu Island Water Resource Users Association.
For more information, please contact Khadija Juma, Save Lamu Communications Officer
on +254710326668 or by email at hadijasaad52@gmail.com

